1239 KIPKE DRIVE
ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 48109-1010
(734) 647-1143 | FAX (734) 763-1185
WWW.EHS.UMICH.EDU
DANIELLE SHEEN, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

University of Michigan Face Covering Policy for COVID-19
Research shows that transmission of COVID-19 is greatly reduced and lives are saved when all individuals wear
face coverings while in public. Because many cases of COVID-19 are mild or asymptomatic and COVID-19 can be
transmitted days before an individual with the virus is symptomatic, the community is best protected when all
individuals mask up. It is the shared responsibility of the entire U-M community to protect not only their health
but the health of those who are most vulnerable for serious illness and death from COVID-19.
Face coverings will help to slow the spread of the virus, and are part of a multi-layered approach for COVID-19
prevention. Other preventive measures -- including physical distancing, frequent hand washing, routine
disinfection of high touch surfaces, and minimizing the duration of contact time with others -- need to be
maintained even while wearing a face covering. Following all of these measures will help the University maintain
an in-person fall semester.
U-M requires all students, staff, faculty, and visitors to wear a face covering that covers the mouth and nose
anywhere on U-M property (including the Ann Arbor, Dearborn and Flint campuses as well as properties off
campus). This includes when inside buildings, outdoors and on U-M transportation. It is difficult to maintain
distance from groups even while outdoors on a busy university campus, and so face coverings outdoors will help
slow the spread of the virus.
Many types of cloth face coverings are acceptable, including homemade masks, scarves, bandanas and
handkerchiefs provided that they have two layers of fabric, but face coverings that seal as tightly as possible to
the face are preferable. The use of a face shield as a substitute for a face covering is not allowed nor is the use of
any face covering with an exhalation valve as supported by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
Exceptions where a face covering is not required include when you are:
(1) indoors in a single enclosed private office with your door closed or your assigned residence hall room/suite
or apartment.
(2) eating or drinking but still maintaining social distance (at least six feet of physical separation between
yourself and others).
(3) alone in a private motor vehicle or utility vehicle used for University business.
(4) a child under the age of 5 years or someone who is unable to remove a face covering without assistance.
(5) required to wear assigned respiratory protection for the job tasks you are performing.
(6) granted a reasonable accommodation under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). For information on
requesting such accommodations, please contact the Office for Institutional Equity.
(7) engaged in physical activities or recreation in a distanced manner
(8) involved in an activity, including certain types of instruction, where wearing a face covering may be
infeasible or present a safety hazard provided that a risk assessment is performed and reviewed by U-M EHS.
(9) communicating with someone who is hearing impaired or otherwise disabled and where the ability to see
the mouth is essential to communication; in such circumstances, alternatives such as clear face coverings and
other accommodations also will be explored.
10) giving a speech for broadcast or an audience while maintaining physical distance of at least six feet from
others (very limited applicability).
11) receiving a service for which temporary removal of the face covering is necessary to perform the service.
12) not a University of Michigan employee and you are working in construction and only within a defined
construction site closed to the public; and provided you are not within 6 feet of other individuals.
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