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1.  BEGIN AT THE LOCATION WHERE THE WATTLE IS TO BE INSTALLED BY EXCAVATING A 2-3” (5-7.5 CM) DEEP X 9” (22.9 CM) WIDE TRENCH 
ALONG THE CONTOUR OF THE SLOPE. EXCAVATED SOIL SHOULD BE PLACED UP-SLOPE FROM THE ANCHOR TRENCH.  

 
2. PLACE THE WATTLE IN THE TRENCH SO THAT IT CONTOURS TO THE SOIL SURFACE. COMPACT SOIL FROM THE EXCAVATED TRENCH 

AGAINST THE WATTLE ON THE UPHILL SIDE. ADJACENT WATTLES SHOULD TIGHTLY ABUT.  
 
3. SECURE THE WATTLE WITH 18-24” (45.7-61 CM) STAKES EVERY 3-4’ (0.9 - 1.2 M) AND WITH A STAKE ON EACH END. STAKES SHOULD BE 

DRIVEN THROUGH THE MIDDLE OF THE WATTLE LEAVING AT LEAST 2-3” (5-7.5 CM) OF STAKE EXTENDING ABOVE THE WATTLE. STAKES 
SHOULD BE DRIVEN PERPENDICULAR TO SLOPE FACE. 

 
North American Green Straw Wattles are a Best Management Practice (BMP) that offers an effective and economical alternative to silt fence and straw bales 
for sediment control and storm water runoff.  

 
Guidelines are provided to assist in design, installation, and structure spacing. The guidelines may require modification due to variation in soil type, rainfall 
intensity or duration, and amount of runoff affecting the application site.  

 
To maximize sediment containment with the Straw Wattle, place the initial structure at the top/crest of the slope if significant runoff is expected from above. If 
no runoff from above is expected, the initial Straw Wattle can be installed at the appropriate distance downhill from the top/crest of the slope. The final 
structure should be installed at or just beyond the bottom/toe of the slope. Wattles should be installed perpendicular to the primary direction of overland flow. 

 
Straw Wattles are a temporary sediment control device and are not intended to replace rolled erosion control products (RECPs) or hydraulic erosion control 
products (HECPs). If vegetation is desired for permanent erosion control, North American Green recommends that RECPs or HECPs be used to provide 
effective immediate erosion control until vegetation is established. Straw Wattles may be used in conjunction with blankets, mats, and mulches as 
supplemental sediment and runoff control for these applications. Like all sediment control devices, the effectiveness of the Straw Wattle is dependent on 
storage capacity.   
 

For additional installation assistance, please contact North American Green’s Technical Services Department at 1 -800-772-2040 

Straw Wattle Installation Guide 


