
Recycling batteries 

keeps heavy metals 

out of landfills and 

the air. Recycling 

saves resources 

because recovered 

plastic and metals 

can be used to make 

new batteries. 

HOW ARE BATTERIES  

RECYCLED? 
 

The batteries are sent to  
domestic recycling facilities 
where they are sorted by 
type.  
 
Alkaline and zinc carbon  
batteries are shredded and 
the electrolyte is neutralized. 
The material is dried, blended 
with carbon steel trimmings 
and formed into bricks. The 
bricks are transported to a 
steel mill for processing 
where the zinc is fumed off 
for recovery and resale as zinc
-oxide and the manganese 
dioxide is used as an alloy in 
rebar and steel. 
  
Rechargeable batteries, like  
lithium and nickel, are sent to 
a facility where the heavy 
metals are recovered and  
re-used for the production of 
more batteries.  
 
Lead acid, silver oxide,  
mercury oxide and button cell 
batteries are disassembled, 
the electrolyte is neutralized 
and the heavy metals are  
recovered through controlled 
temperature processes. The 
metals are then refined for 
resale. 
 
 

 
 

 

WHAT BATTERIES ARE  
ACCEPTED? 
 

All battery types and sizes are 
accepted in the EHS  
Hazardous Materials  
Management (HMM) battery 
collection/recycling program.  
At the University, all spent 
batteries  must be collected by 
HMM. 
 
HOW ARE BATTERIES  

COLLECTED? 
 

Call to request a FREE specially 
marked white plastic battery 
collection pail from EHS HMM 
at 763-4568. 
 
All battery pails must have a 
green “Universal Waste”  
label affixed to the container. 
Fill out the label, including the 
“Accumulation Start Date.” 
The accumulation start date is 
the first day that you begin 
filling the container with 
batteries.  All batteries must 
be sent for recycling within 
one year of the accumulation 
start date.  However, batteries 
should only be accumulated 
for 10 months or less to  
ensure compliance.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After a battery is spent, place 
the battery in the white pail 
and replace the lid. Once the 
pail becomes 2/3 to 3/4 full, 
contact HMM at 763-4568 to  
request collection of the 
batteries. Replacement pails 
can be delivered when the 
full pail is collected.  
 
For collections of lead acid 
batteries, batteries too large 
to fit in the pails, or the  
collection of an extremely 
large number of batteries at 
once, please contact HMM at 
763-4568 to arrange for a 
special collection. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UN I V E R S I T Y  
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M I C H I G A N  
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C O N T A C T  E H S  

F O R  M O R E   

I N F O R M A T I O N ,  

T O  O R D E R   

L A B E L S ,  O R  T O  

R E Q U E S T  A  

C O L L E C T I O N :  

 

Environment, 

Health & Safety 

Hazardous Materials 

Management Program 

(734) 763-4568  

 

   ALL types and sizes of batteries MUST be recycled properly! 

Universal Waste Label 
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