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 USDA Regulates the movement of 

 Plant pests 

 Means of conveyance 

 Earth, stone, and quarry products 

 Garbage 

 Certain other products and articles



 USDA Regulates the movement of 

 Plant pests 



 USDA Regulates movement 

 Into the US 

From foreign countries

US territories 

 Through the US  

 Between states 

 Within states 



Definition - Plant Pest

 Any living stage of the following 

that can directly or indirectly 

injure, cause disease or damage in 

any plants or parts thereof, or any 

processed, manufactured or other 

products of plants



Definition - Plant Pest

 Insects Mites 

 Nematodes Slugs 

 Snails Protozoans 

 Invertebrate animals Bacteria 

 Fungi Viruses

 Parasitic plants or reproductive parts thereof 

 Any organisms similar to or allied with any of the 
foregoing 

 Any infectious substance of the aforementioned 



Purposes 

 Biological Supply 

 Commercial Resale 

 Consumption (pet food, bait, etc.) 

 Culture Collection/Curation 

 Diagnostic Labs 

 Display 

 Educational 

 Release 

 Research 



Other Agencies 

 USDA Biotechnology and Regulatory Services 

 USDA Veterinary Services 

 US Fish and Wildlife Services 

 State Depts. Of Agriculture 

 Centers for Disease Control 

 Environmental Protection Agency 

 Others 



Domestic Quarantines

 Phytophthora ramorum

 Golden and Pale Cyst Nematodes

 Imported Fire Ant  

 Fruit Flies 

 Giant African Snail 

 Gypsy Moth 

 Emerald Ash Borer 





Types of Permits

 PPQ 525 – Soil (330)

 PPQ 526 – Plant Pests

 PPQ 546 – Postentry Quarantine

 PPQ 585 – Timber / Timber Products 

 PPQ 586 – Transit through US  

 PPQ 587 – Plants / Plant Products 

 PPQ 588 – Controlled Import (NAPPRA) 



Types of Permits

 PPQ 525 – Soil (330)

 PPQ 526 – Plant Pests



PPQ 526

 Permit to Move Live Plant Pests, Biological 

Control Agents, Bees, Parasitic Plants, Federal 

Noxious Weeds, or Soil 



PPQ 526

 Importation 

 Interstate Movement 

 Intrastate Movement

 Regulated pests only 

 Possession 

 Release 

 Soil for the purpose of culturing/isolation

 PPQ 525 does not authorize culture/isolation 



PPQ 525 

 Permit to Receive Soil



PPQ 525 

 Purposes: 

 Chemical or Physical Analysis 

 Biodegradation Studies 

 DNA/RNA Isolation and/or Culture 

 Does not authorize isolation/culture of 

live organisms



PPQ 525 

 Importation 

 Includes Guam, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, and USVI

 Interstate movement of imported soil   

 Possession of imported soil 

 Not used for interstate movement 





PPQ 525 

 Heat Treatment Option

 Soil can be heat treated at the Port of Entry

 Must be 3# or less 

 Must be authorized by permit 



PPQ 525

 Soil Definition

 The loose surface material of the earth 

in which plants grow, in most cases 

consisting of disintegrated rock with an 

admixture of organic material and 

soluble salts.



PPQ 525

 What items are exempt?

 Sand 

 Clay (china clay, etc.) 

 Mining materials (drilling cores, etc.) 

 Ocean sediments 

 Subject to Inspection 

 Must be free of plant pests, plant parts, seeds, etc. 



Import Shipping Requirements

 Sturdy, escape-proof packaging 

 Must include copy of permit 

 or permit number on documents 

 Must have appropriate shipping label



Import Shipping Requirements

 Packages must not contain any 

 Extraneous plant material

 Extraneous soil 

 Other plant pests 

 Debris 

 Except as authorized by the permit. 



Inspections of Shipments

 All shipments are subject to inspection at 

first port of entry to verify compliance 

with permit conditions 

 Shipments must be properly identified 

 Hand carry shipments must be declared 



Dead Insects and Mites 

 No permit required by USDA

 Except dead bees – Superfamily Apoidea

 Subject to inspection 

 Must be declared on entry 

 May require permits from other agencies 

(FWS)



Herbarium specimens 

 Permit may be required 

 PPQ 588 - prohibited taxa 

 PPQ 526 - parasitic plants and FNW 

 PPQ 621 - protected species 



Shipping Labels

 Red and White (PPQ Form 599) 

 Used for organisms 

 Directs shipment to POE

 Green and Yellow (PPQ Form 508)

 Used for plants and some soil 

 Directs shipments to POE 

 Black and White (PPQ Form 550) 

 Used for untreated soil 

 Directs shipment to soil lab or facility  











Shipping Labels 

 Used for imports only 

 Numbered forms 

 Identifies individual shipment 

 Attach to exterior of package 

 Directs the shipment to a designated destination 

 Port of Entry (Red and White label) 

 Lab or facility (Black and White Label) 

 Shows the shipment is under permit  



Shipping Labels

 Permit will: 

 state if a shipping label is required

 provide instructions to order labels 

 Labels sent via email (pdf)

 Print labels in color  



Shipping Labels 

 Packages without labels on the exterior of 

the package may be refused entry. 



Hand Carry 

 Must be requested on permit application 

 Must be authorized by your permit 

 Carrier must be identified on the permit

 CBP must be notified in advance  

 Follow instructions on your permit 



Containment Facility 

Inspections

 Access and security 

 Required equipment 

 Biosafety Cabinet, Autoclave, Storage, etc.  

 Handling 

 Record keeping 

 Training 

 Inventories 

 Destruction and Disposal 

 Standard Operating Procedures 



Standard Operating 

Procedures



ePermits

 A single place to view and manage  all your permit 

applications, permits and other permit related 

correspondence. 

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/resources/permits

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/resources/permits


ePermits

 Application is 2-step process 

 eAuthentication – Level 2 Access 

 Application



ePermits

 Submit applications ASAP 

 4-6 months for new permits 

 3 months for renewals 

 Most permits expire in 3 years 

 Read your draft permit thoroughly before 

signing 

 Renewed permits may not be the same 



Violations

 May result in: 

 Time delays 

 Loss of shipment 

 Loss of permit 

 Civil and/or criminal penalties 



When in Doubt: 

 Read your Permit 

 Ask 


